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Subject Aims and Learning Outcomes
LCC is an introductory subject and the complement to 1 LBA, Law of Business Association.  It is open to students from Arts, Economics, Commerce, Business, Finance and other degrees.  It is a way of undertaking a first year legal studies subject for some students; a compulsory accreditation subject for others.  Either way it may lead onto second and later year subjects in law and legal studies, especially subjects in the School's law and economic relations cluster (see the Handbook for further information). 

By the completion of the subject, our aim is for you to:

(1)
be familiar with the law of contract, the sale of goods, and negligence,

(2)
understand how such law develops through the courts and the legislatures, and

(3)
appreciate that this law is a social phenomenon, reflecting social values and regulating social relations.

It is handy to note that all of these outcomes are pursued through the subject content and assessment.  A basic premise of our approach is that the law is best understood not simply by the rote learning of rules but by insight into the ways it develops (and changes) and its `take-up' in markets and society at large.

What use is such knowledge?  Contract law is relevant both in the immediate sense of the transactions we make each day and in a fundamental sense as a way we order relations amongst ourselves as members of society.

A list of the topics to be covered week by week will be distributed in the first week.  The reading to be done for each topic will be notified in lecture and tutorial guides.

Materials
Two books should be purchased.  

The text outlining the law (see outcome 1) is Sweeney B and O’Reilly J, Law in Commerce, 2nd ed. Butterworths, Sydney, 2004.  

The extracts concerned with the development and social nature of the law (see outcomes 2 and 3) are collected in the School of Law and Legal Studies LCC Printed Materials 2004 (red cover.)

Students who would like to read beyond the required materials, should refer to the Recommended References listed below. 

Recommended References (all should be on reserve):

Students are not expected to purchase any of the following, but past experience has shown that many students have found easy accessibility to general texts such as these to be of great value.

Seddon NC and Ellinghaus MP
Cheshire & Fifoot’s Law of Contract (Butterworths, 8th Australian ed, 2002)

Vermeesch RB and Lindgren KE

Business Law of Australia (Butterworths, 10th ed, 2001)

Latimer P
Australian Business Law (CCH, 23rd ed, 2004)

Pentony B, Graw S, Lennard J and
Understanding Business Law (Butterworths, 2nd 

Parker D 
ed, 1999)

Carvan JC, Gooley JV and McRae EL
A Guide to Business Law (LBC, 1997 - National Curriculum Edition)

Carvan JC, Miles C and Dowler W
A Guide to Business Law (LBC, 14th ed, 2001)


(together with study guide)

Turley I
Principles of Commercial Law (Cavendish, 1997)

Chisholm R and Nettheim G
Understanding Law: An Introduction to Australia’s legal system. (Butterworths, 5th ed, 1997)

Crosling GM and Murphy HM
How to Study Business Law (Butterworths, 3rd ed, 2000)

Morris G, Cook C, et al
Laying Down the Law - The foundations of legal reasoning, research and writing in Australia. (Butterworths, 5th ed, 2001).

Enright C
Studying Law (The Federation Press, 5th ed, 1995).

Study materials: 

These include the subject guide, the lecture outline and the tutorial guide for the entire semester, individual lecture guides, the assignment and accompanying instructions, and any other information.

Web Resources:

The subject web page can be located at:  http://resource.auscampus.net

Assessment

The subject assessment is in two components:  one assignment worth twenty-five per cent of the total marks and an examination worth seventy-five per cent.

The assignment will be issued early in the semester and will be due on a date to be advised.  Students should read the instructions accompanying the assignment very carefully, in particular the information regarding penalties for plagiarism and late submission.

The results for the assignment will be notified before the end of the semester's classes.

The examination will be conducted in the mid-year examination period.  The entire course is examinable.  The examination will be `open book'.  This means that you may take in ANY materials (ie everything) other than books from any University library.  

The results for the examination will be notified before the commencement of second semester.

Please note the University’s policy regarding supplementary assessment: the threshold mark is 45%.  
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